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DISNEY:
THE MAGIC OF
ANIMATION
Uncover the magic behind almost 100 years of the Walt Disney
Animation Studios in Disney: The Magic of Animation at
Queensland Museum.
Opening 24 June 2022, the exhibition gives visitors an
opportunity to explore hundreds of original sketches and
artworks from their favourite Disney animated classics and
go behind the scenes in this rare opportunity to experience
the wonderful creativity and innovation from the world’s most
prolific animation studio.
Young and old will be enchanted by the magic behind some
of the world’s most beloved characters created over the last
century by the Walt Disney Animation Studios films and shorts
including Mickey Mouse’s first talkie, Steamboat Willie (1928),
films such as Fantasia (1940), Sleeping Beauty (1959), The Little
Mermaid (1989), The Lion King (1994), Frozen (2013), Moana
(2016), Frozen 2 (2019), Raya and the Last Dragon (2021) and
the studio’s latest release Encanto (2021), plus for the first time
– a sneak preview of the next Disney Animation release.
Don’t miss the chance to see the artistry behind your favourite
characters and stories and how the magic of animation brought
them to life.
EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS:
• Hundreds of original sketches and artworks
•	As a new addition to the exhibition, see artwork from Walt
Disney Animation Studio’s Academy Award® winning film
Encanto (2021)
•	New for Queensland Museum audiences – a preview of the
next Disney Animation release
•	Exclusive photo opportunities for visitors to
Queensland Museum
• Dedicated children’s exhibition trail
• Interactive displays and sketching opportunities
•	Discover how drawings are brought to life, from pencil
and paper to today’s computer-generated wonders
Tickets are now on sale for the exhibition which runs from
24 June 2022 – 22 January 2023.
To book tickets, and for more information visit
https://disney.qm.qld.gov.au/
Frozen 2, 2019, Lisa Keene, Concept art, digital painting
© Disney Enterprises Inc

HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE
EXHIBITION
Each of the five sections of Disney: The Magic of Animation
has a focus on a different era of innovation from bringing two
dimensional drawings to life in the 1920s, to the creation of the
first animated feature films in the late 1930s and 1940s, the
stylistic innovations of the 1950s and 1960s, the renaissance of
the 1990s to the digital revolution and advances of the present
day. The exhibition charts the Walt Disney Animation Studio’s
process in continuing to tell diverse and inclusive stories for
contemporary audiences.

BRINGING DRAWINGS TO LIFE: CREATING
REALISTIC CHARACTERS
In the late 1920s and early 1930s, Disney animators
revolutionised cartoons by developing a set of fundamental
techniques that enabled them to produce fluid, lifelike
movements and characters who could express a wide range
of emotions.
Inspired by Walt Disney’s gifts as a storyteller, the animators
learned to act through their drawings, reaching new heights in
comic timing, visual humour, and the use of synchronised sound
effects and music. Mickey Mouse and friends burst from the
screen with an infectious vitality that appealed to people of all
ages and in many countries around the world.

THE MAGIC BEGINS: CONTINUAL RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT
With the success of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
(1937), the world’s first ever feature-length animated film
in Technicolor, the animators of the Disney Studios threw
themselves into making an extraordinary series of feature
films: Pinocchio (1940), Fantasia (1940), Dumbo (1941),
and Bambi (1942).
This surge of creative activity grew out of the studio’s emphasis
on research and the continual improvement of technique.
Disney artists and animators studied people, animals, and the
natural world, and the production environment fostered both
collaboration and creative drive by the artists to enhance the
stories to match Walt Disney’s vision.

PRODUCERS OF MAGIC: NEW STYLES FOR A NEW ERA
With each new project, the studio drew on its pool of talented
artists to find the right look for the story. Disney also invited
illustrators from outside the studio to work on specific films.
Concept art and background paintings by diverse artists
brought fresh ideas to the table and inspired the animators to
create unique characters who belonged in those worlds.
The feature films made during the 1950s and 1960s each had
their own distinct look, from the dancing colours and shapes of
Mary Blair’s concept art for Alice in Wonderland (1951) to the
widescreen elegance of Eyvind Earle’s backgrounds for Sleeping
Beauty (1959) to the breezy, modernist style that Walt Peregoy
brought to One Hundred and One Dalmatians (1961). The proud
and brilliant variety of these styles symbolises the richness of
post-war America.

TOWARDS NEW DIMENSIONS: DIGITAL ADVANCES,
MUSICAL SEAS
The 1990s brought the digital revolution, which provided a
new set of tools for animators to explore. Computer graphics
improved with each new film, later becoming the primary
method of the production of animation. Leading musicians and
songwriters were brought in as collaborators, helping to create
a slate of extremely popular films including The Little Mermaid
(1989), Beauty and the Beast (1991), The Lion King (1994) and
Pocahontas (1995).

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER: SOCIAL DIVERSITY
MESSAGES FOR OUR GLOBAL FUTURE
Even as animation shifted from hand-produced art to computer
graphics, and as the world continues to rapidly change, artists
have a consistent desire to perfect their craft. This dedication,
which reveals itself in the portrayals of nature and animals as well
as in the emotion of the Disney characters, is clear in a chain that
links Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) with Disney’s latest
production, Encanto (2021). As Disney’s animations continue to
express the individuality and diversity in the world, the Studio
continues to seamlessly create a bridge between animation,
magic and reality.
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Beauty and the Beast, 1991, Glen Keane, Concept art, graphite on paper
© Disney Enterprises Inc

FEATURED ANIMATION
For nearly a century, the Walt Disney Animation
Studios have been creating extraordinary films.
The team at Walt Disney Animation Research
Library have brought together a series of sketches
and artworks from their favourite Disney animated
classics for Disney: The Magic of Animation.
A selection of the films and shorts featured includes:
• Steamboat Willie (1928)

• Beauty and the Beast (1991)

• Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937)

• The Lion King (1994)

• Pinocchio (1940)

• Pocahontas (1995)

• Fantasia (1940)

• Mulan (1998)

• Dumbo (1941)

• Tangled (2010)

• How to Play Baseball (1942)

• Wreck-It Ralph (2012)

• Bambi (1942)

• Frozen (2013)

• Saludos Amigos (1943)

• Big Hero 6 (2014)

• Alice in Wonderland (1951)

• Zootopia (2016)

• Lady and the Tramp (1955)

• Moana (2016)

• Sleeping Beauty (1959)

• Ralph Breaks the Internet: Wreck-It Ralph 2 (2018)

• One Hundred and One Dalmatians (1961)

• Frozen 2 (2019)

• The Jungle Book (1967)

• Raya and the Last Dragon (2021)

• The Little Mermaid (1989)

• Encanto (2021)
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Pinocchio, 1940, Gustaf Tenggren, Concept art, watercolour and ink
© Disney Enterprises Inc

ABOUT
QUEENSLAND
MUSEUM

ABOUT WALT
DISNEY ANIMATION
RESEARCH LIBRARY

Queensland Museum Network (the Network) is the keeping
place for the State Collection of more than 1.2 million objects
and specimens, valued at more than $546 million, and
approximately 14 million research collection items. For more
than 150 years Queensland Museum has grown alongside
Queensland to inspire, enrich and empower communities.

The Walt Disney Animation Research Library conserves the
artistic heritage of Walt Disney Animation Studios and serves as
a resource to The Walt Disney Company for creative inspiration,
research, brand enhancement and product development.

6 | Media Enquiries: media@qm.qld.gov.au

EXHIBITION SPOKESPEOPLE
Mary Walsh
Mary Walsh is the Managing Director, Walt Disney Animation Research Library (ARL) and Walt
Disney Ink & Paint Department (I&P) and is a 28-year veteran of Walt Disney Animation Studios.
Mary has spent more than a decade working in a myriad of roles for Walt Disney Animation
Studios, including development, production management, training, talent outreach,
and recruitment.
Mary believes she has one of the best jobs at The Walt Disney Company. Her focus at the ARL,
which houses a collection of over 65 million pieces of original Disney animation art, is to ensure
that the care, condition, and accessibility of the world’s largest collection of animation art is
maintained and safeguarded for generations to come. The ARL collaborates with researchers,
historians, and authors to support the study of the Walt Disney Studios’ impact on the unique art
form of animation. The ability to inspire The Walt Disney Company’s creative future by learning
from its legacy is what guides Mary and her team at the Animation Research Library.

Kristen McCormick
Kristen McCormick is the Art Exhibitions and Conservation Manager at Walt Disney Animation
Research Library where she is responsible for the safe keeping, care and transport of a broad
range of artworks.
Kristen oversees the conservation care of the Walt Disney Animation Collection which comprises
of more than 65 million pieces of artwork from all facets of the production process including
storyboard drawing, visual development, layouts, backgrounds, animations drawings and
animation cels.
Kristen is also responsible for the travelling exhibitions and loans related to this Collection
including Disney: The Magic of Animation.

Christopher Salter
Christopher Salter is an award-winning curator and researcher, and since 2020 has been Head of
Cultures & Histories for Queensland Museum Network where he is responsible for the museum’s
cultural collections and associated research and curatorial projects. For two decades, he has
worked across the arts and cultural sector including museums and galleries, live performance,
theatre, and dance at both an executive and board level. An alumni of the Museum’s Australia
Leadership Program, he is passionate about exhibition making and the important role museums
play in contemporary society, as spaces of reconciliation, social cohesion and community
empowerment. He is currently undertaking a PhD at the Queensland University of Technology,
proposing queer and feminist theory as a curatorial paradigm for the museum interpretation and
display of fashion and clothing.
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Wreck-It Ralph, 2012, Lorelay Bove, Publishing artwork, digital painting
© Disney Enterprises Inc

IMAGES
IMAGES FOR MEDIA USE
A select range of images of artworks and sketches from the
exhibition are available for download and use by media via
the Disney: The Magic of Animation Dropbox Link. Please email
the media team at media@qm.qld.gov.au to receive access.
Supplied photo captions and credits — included in the image
gallery — must accompany publication.
Images may not be used for marketing purposes.

Mickey Mouse Character Model Sheet, Disney Studio Artist,
Clean-up model sheet, Photostat on paper
© Disney Enterprises Inc
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TICKETS
The exhibition will be operating under a full COVID-Safe plan
in consultation with Queensland Government advice, including
timed ticketing and limited capacity. Bookings essential via
disney.qm.qld.gov.au
BOX OFFICE
General Admission

Special Events

Adult

$28

After Dark (18+ event)

Concession / Adult Student

$24

A Night at the Museum

Child

$14

Goodnight: Sleepover at the Museum

$169 per adult
$129 per child

Trivia Night (18+ event)

$130 per table

Disney’s Encanto
School Holiday Program

$12 per person

• Children aged 5 years and over
• Primary and Secondary school students with valid Student ID
(Children under 5 FREE)

Family (2A + 2C)

$74

Queensland Museum Annual Pass holders
Adult

$24

Concession

$21

Child

$12

Family

$62

$40 per ticket
$90 family ticket

Mini Disney Discovery

Timed ticketing
Disney: The Magic of Animation will be operating under a
full COVID Safe plan. This includes a timed-ticket experience
to accommodate for any social distancing measures still in
place, to put the visitor at ease and ultimately create a better
experience for consumers.
We recommend visitors allow 1.5 hours to enjoy
the exhibition.

Alice in Wonderland, 1951, Mary Blair, Concept art, gouache on paper
© Disney Enterprises Inc

$39

EVENTS & PUBLIC PROGRAMS
JUNE 2022

DATE

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

24

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

25

Disney’s Encanto School Holiday Program

$12 per person

28-30

Disney’s Encanto School Holiday Program

$12 per participant

1-2; 5-9

Sensory Friendly Session

$20 per adult; $10 per child

23

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

29

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

5

Goodnight: Sleepover at the Museum

$169 per adult; $129 per child

13

Trivia Night (18+ event)

$130 per table (up to 4 people)

19

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

2

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

16

Disney’s Encanto School Holiday Program

$12 per person

20-24; 27-30

Disney In Conversation Series

TBC

JULY 2022

AUGUST 2022

SEPTEMBER 2022

OCTOBER 2022
Disney’s Encanto School Holiday Program

$12 per person

1

Sensory Friendly Session

$20 per adult; $10 per child

22

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

28

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

29

Disney In Conversation Series

TBC

NOVEMBER 2022
Mini Disney Discovery

$39 (adult and child combo ticket)

4, 11, 18, 25

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

2

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

9

Sensory Friendly Session

$20 per adult; $10 per child

15

After Dark (18+ event)

$40 per ticket

19

A Night at the Museum

$90 family ticket

20

DECEMBER 2022

JANUARY 2023

*Please note dates may be subject to change
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EVENTS & PUBLIC PROGRAMS
AFTER DARK – Six dates announced
Friday 24 June; Friday 5 August; Friday 2 September;
Saturday 29 October; Friday 2 December; Thursday 19 January
As the sun goes down, the museum comes alive. Discover
the magic after hours at Queensland Museum at After Dark
for adults 18+ including exclusive entry to Disney: The Magic
of Animation.
Cost: $40 per ticket (18+ Event).

A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM – Six dates announced
Saturday 25 June; Friday 29 July; Friday 16 September;
Friday 28 October; Friday 9 December; Friday 20 January
A Night at the Museum is back with exclusive after hours
access to Queensland Museum including Disney: The Magic of
Animation, along with a range of other amazing activities for
the whole family.
Cost: $90 family ticket (2A+2C).

GOODNIGHT: SLEEPOVER AT THE MUSEUM
Saturday 13 August
Jump into your PJs and pack your sleeping bag for an
unforgettable night of adventure and excitement with a touch
of movie magic.
Join us when the sun goes down to explore the entire museum
including Disney: The Magic of Animation exhibition. Take
part in hands-on activities, torchlight tours and popup shows,
delicious food and then wind down with a movie before it’s
lights out.
On Sunday morning, recharge with breakfast in our Café Muse
before unleashing your inner scientist in SparkLab.
Your ticket includes dinner and breakfast and special access to
Disney: The Magic of Animation and SparkLab. Adults can also
purchase alcoholic beverages with dinner (ID required).

TRIVIA NIGHT
Friday 19 August 2022
Get ready to put your science knowledge to the test! Join us to
celebrate National Science Week with energy expert and science
communicator Dr Joel Gilmore with six rounds for museum trivia
at its best!
As part of this special event, visit Disney: The Magic of Animation
then test your knowledge on the exhibition in a quick-fire quiz.
Are you a true Disney fan? This is your chance to find out!
Form your trivia team on the night with up to four players. Band
together with friends, family or even someone new. Trivia will be
played online—so don’t forget your smartphone!
Cost: $130 per table (up to 4 people).

DISNEY IN CONVERSATION SERIES
Learn about the film making process by hearing from
the experts at the Walt Disney Animation Studios,
connect with Disney story artists, concept artists, character,
and effect animators in this special series of virtual talks.
More information coming soon! Join the waitlist at
disney.qm.qld.gov.au

DISNEY’S ENCANTO SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM
WINTER AND SPRING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Step inside Disney’s Encanto these school holiday at
Queensland Museum! Use your imagination or be inspired by
nature to create a world of wonder and beauty behind your own
special door.
What inspires you? How do you use your talents to help the
people you love? Create your own Encanto inspired door and a
magical world where your hopes and dreams come to life.
Cost: $12 per person (does not include entry to exhibition).

Cost: $169 per adult, $129 per child.
One Hundred and One Dalmatians, 1961, Walt Peregoy,
Concept art, gouache, ink and graphite on illustration board
© Disney Enterprises Inc

Moana, 2016, Ryan Lang, Concept art, digital painting
© Disney Enterprises Inc

MINI DISNEY DISCOVERY – NOVEMBER 2022
To celebrate Mickey and Minnie’s birthday month, little learners
and their carers can take an enchanted adventure through
Disney: The Magic of Animation exhibition.

SENSORY FRIENDLY SESSIONS – three sessions announced
Saturday 23 July 2022 8:15am – 10:15am.
Saturday 22 October 2022 8:15am – 10:15am.
Thursday 15 December 2022 3:30pm – 6pm.

Our museum Learning Officer will take our smallest visitors on
a trail through the exhibition to discover the magic of Disney
followed by a hands-on creative activity.

We’re turning the sound down and creating a relaxed, fun and
supportive atmosphere that welcomes people on the autism
spectrum or with other access requirements to experience the
museum and the wonder of Disney: The Magic of Animation
and Sparklab.

This special Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse experience also
comes complete with take-home showbag of official Mickey or
Minnie ears and fun activities.
Cost: Special adult and child (under 5) combo ticket with
souvenir showbag only $39.

Our Sensory Friendly Sessions create a supportive environment
where people of all ages can spend quiet time, wander at their
own pace, and engage in conversations with museum staff.
There will be a designated quiet area and earmuffs are
available from the Cloakroom on Level 2, SparkLab and
Disney: The Magic of Animation exhibition entries.
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DISNEY: THE MAGIC
OF ANIMATION
SHOP
Once you’ve donned your Mickey and Minnie ears in the
museum, bring some of the magic home with a range of
exclusive and bespoke souvenir to remember your visit to
Disney: The Magic of Animation.
A visit to the Disney: The Magic of Animation shop on Level 3
is the place to be to pick up a range of giftware including
licenced t-shirts, hats, stationery, water bottles and more.
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Encanto, 2021, Lorelay Bové, Concept art, digital painting
© Disney Enterprises Inc

MEDIA ENQUIRIES
media@qm.qld.gov.au
Christine Robertson, Senior Media Advisor
P: (07) 3153 4451
M: 0417 741 710
Kylie Hay, Senior Media Advisor
P: (07) 3153 4450
M: 0434 565 852

SOCIAL MEDIA
#DisneyQM
#myqldmuseum
Facebook: Facebook.com/qldmuseum
Twitter: @qldmuseum
Instagram: qldmuseum
disney.qm.qld.gov.au

Images for media
A range of images from the exhibition is available to download
and use by media via Dropbox. Please email the media team at
media@qm.qld.gov.au to receive access.

The Little Mermaid, 1989, Michael Peraza Jr.,
Concept art, gouache, photocopy, and coloured pencil on paper
© Disney Enterprises Inc
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